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Commodore’s Message 
 
Welcome to a new year at Shearwater. 2011 is a notable year for us as it marks the 50th 
anniversary of the club’s formation. Those who already have their copy of the Fixture List 
will have noticed that the main celebration is over the weekend 18/19 June. The Saturday 
will be a family orientated fun day with events on an off the water and a party in the 
evening. Sunday will be an Open Regatta. If anyone has a suggestion for an activity please 
speak to a member of the committee. 
 
As well as looking back we need to look to future. So far Jeremy has received very few 
completed copies of the questionnaire. You tell us what you would the club to provide in 
the future and we will attempt to meet your requests. 
 
Those who have visited the lake will have noticed that the scaffolding has gone from 
around the boathouse and repairs are complete. A new safety boat has arrived to add to the 
second-hand replacement bought last year. Both are kept secure behind a new roller 
shutter door. 
 
As I write this it is less than a month to the start of the sailing season. If you have not yet 
renewed your membership and Longleat Estate licence now is the time to do it. The first 
events are the Fitting Out Supper on Friday 4th March and First Thrash on 6th March.  
 
I wish you all a successful season and hope to see all of you on the water at sometime 
during the year. 

Martin Honor 
 

Working Parties. 
 
Members have been busy on two recent 

Sundays preparing the club for the start of 

the sailing season. I think more work is 

planned when the weather warms up. The 

Jetty and the paintwork on the outside of 

the clubhouse are two projects. Thanks go 

to Sara Honor and her team for the lovely 

soup and rolls which kept everyone going 

and thanks to the volunteers. 
  Three members working very hard!  
 

 



Update on the Category System 
 

 

As you know the Category system is aimed at encouraging new members, and those 
members of the club new to helming, to participate in club racing. Categories apply to all 
club races. After three years sailors will be automatically upgraded to Category A. The first 
time a new member races at Shearwater, he or she will sail on a category A and will then 
be given a category A, B, or C. 

 
A change in category is decided after discussion between the individual concerned and a 
member of the sailing committee. This can be done at any time in the season and usually 
occurs after a series such as the spring, summer or autumn series. 
The 2010 sailing season saw several sailors making use of this opportunity. 
Congratulations to the youngest sailor on the lake, Frazer Jones, who was promoted from 
category C to B, and also to Mike Hayward who showed his skills against two experienced 
Merlin sailors and was immediately moved from C to B!  
 
Five category B sailors moved to category A. Well done to Martyn Stubbs, Mike Jones, 
Robert Bunce, Fred Brewer and Richard Fear. 
  
One individual who deserves special mention is Peter Barnes. A new member of the club 
at the start of the year, he made a spectacular start to the season by capsizing at the jetty. 
There were several members who laughed at his antics but soon the laugh was on the 
other foot. Before long he was up there with the best and by the end of the season he had 
moved from category C to category A. Well done Peter. I was one of those who laughed! 
 
I think that this way of encouraging new sailors to take part in club racing is paying 
dividends. We on the sailing committee would welcome any suggestions to get more 
people on the water. 

 
                                                                                                 Colin Newton 

 
 
 
 
 

Membership Subs. 

 
A reminder please all membership fees for the 2011 sailing season are 

due by end of January – that’s past so - as soon as possible please! Many 

thanks. I know we’re not sailing yet but the rent, licences etc. all have to 

be paid in advance!  
Lois Barlow (honorary treasurer) 
 
 



 

The new Duties Officer, Peter Barnes, would like to remind all members 

to make use of the opportunity to learn more about club racing by signing up for a few 
'Duties'. Many experienced club members are happy to answer questions and mentor 
anyone who would like some training so they can take on the role of 'Officer on Duty'. The 
first step is to sign up for a few 'Assistant Officer on Duty' slots on the website and then to 
ask us for help. Please ask Nic Cross if you are interested in Safety Boat training. Please 
come and offer your help on any racing day if you don't fancy sailing - there is always tea 
to make! 

  
Peter Barnes   01373 831498      peterbarnes850@btinternet.com 

 

Club Key Holders – 

Important for 

OOD’s & Rescue Boat operators 
Jack Langley    Bath    01761 471304 

Chris Mulholland   Bishopstow   01985 300434 

Penny Lee    Crockerton   01985 215610 

Colin Singer    Crockerton   01985 213696 07790 623915 

Nic Cross    Dilton Marsh  01373 822258 

Margaret Pell    Frome    01373 462549 

Paul Athay    Frome    01373 463474 

Matt Weale    Longbridge Deverill  01985 841223 

Leon Ward    Westbury   01373 824126  

In the immortal words of Horatio Nelson 

England expects every body to do their duty 

 
From the Editor… 

 

I’m sure everyone would like to thank Catherine M for running the Log so well and for so long. I 

hope I can keep up the good work though computers and graphic design are not second nature to 

me. Give me some old mahogany, epoxy and yacht varnish  any day and I know (more or less) what 

to do but computers….Well!.... .I had offered to take it on ‘if you are really desperate’ and since I 

wasn’t able to make the AGM to say that the club wasn’t THAT desperate here I am.  I hope to get 

a little more technically ambitious soon. Apologies if this first offering seems rather plain by 

previous standards. 

 

I need your help though. I need things to put in the Log. Anything from adverts to articles, from 

requests for crews to suggesting a sailing meet-up somewhere, anecdotes and jokes. Indeed 

anything at all. If you don’t you may well find far too many articles and notices about vintage 

boats! 

 

Logs will be emailed as and when there seems to be enough or something important needs to get 

round the membership so please do send items to barlowharps@sky.com  

 

In the meantime good luck to Catherine who has been busy over the winter sanding and varnishing 

her Solo and is on her way to becoming an honorary member of the    ‘Bearded Sandal Brigade’! 

                                                    Chris Barlow   Merlins 507, 6, 16. 
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Some other sailing activities you may like to try… 

 

Many boats from Shearwater would be eligible for the CVRDA. 
The Classic and Vintage Racing Dinghy Association offers some gentle racing and events 
for older boats. They do not have to be updated to modern rigs or even in watertight 
condition but if your boat is over 25 years old of a class that dates from before 1985 then 
you are very welcome. Just turn up at one or our events. The first one is local and is at 
Bristol Avon Sailing club on the river at Saltford. April 10th . See www.cvrda.org for more 
information or talk to Chris/Lois, Pat/Sandy, Roger, Giles, Steve, and others. Mirrors, 
Ents, Wayfarers, Solos, Merlins, Albacores, Scorpions, Firefly, Nation 12s to name but a 
few often make appearances. 

 
 

Wimbleball Sailing Club  Invites you to pursue 
The Great Exmoor Beastie 

On Sunday 20th March 2011 

Sponsored this year by Exmoor Ales 

Start 1200hrs Max hull length 20ft 

Py 1175 and faster                    £6 per person. 

A Circumnavigation of the great expanse of Wimbleball Lake 

Friendly Club.    Good sailing.    Good prizes.    Hot food.     Hot showers. 

Special awards for under 18s. 

For further information contact 

Mike Green 01643 709240 mvg.minehead@virgin.net or 

Pete Jones 01398 324552 pjoneswsc@yahoo.co.uk 

Details of route and accommodation are available on our club web site www.wimbleballsc.org.uk 

 

What have you been up to 

over the winter? 
 
Well I’ve been stripping gently!  
 
Merlin 16 is called Gently and was Jack Holt’s 

own Merlin. He designed and built most of the 

earliest Merlins which were the first ‘new’ class 

after the war. Gently was built in 1946 and still 

holds the record for any Merlin winning more 

championships than any other boat. She has 

been unseaworthy for over thirty years. Holt 

designed many well known dinghies we see on 

Shearwater. Next year is his centenary. 

If you have a story to tell please email me with it. 

Chris Barlow 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.cvrda.org/

